Lewes.
A special
town

FRIENDS OF

LEWES

KEEPING OUR TOWN SPECIAL




The county town of East Sussex is in a stunning
downland setting.

* A traditional market town and centre of communications
* |n 1264 it was the site of the Battle of Lewes
e Located in the South Downs National Park
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South Downs
National Park

Offham Chalk Pit information board
funded by Friends of Lewes in
cooperation with the SDNP




Over 500
Listed
Buildings

Dial House, Eastgate

e Originally constructed around
1740, the building is named
for the distinctive sundial on
its exterior. Dated 1824 and
restored in 2009, the metal
sundial carries the motto
‘Nosce Teipsum,” which
translates as ‘Know thyself.

e The building, which was
initially a residential property,
housed a Quaker school for
young women in 1826.
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Lewes Yictoria Hospital (Nevill Road) The 4 Park Road Thi |96] hawse Eby Lewes archi- The Round House (Pipe Passage) Brick and Freemasons Hall (4% High Street) Grade Il Bull House (%1 High Street) | Sthcentury Edward Reeves (5% High %t
Lewes Dispercary (1847, later a bank, naw Gail's tectural practice |ahn Schwerdt & Partners) has a flint base af an B0 carn windmill, camverted inta a | B&E buikding still awned by the Sauth Saxan Ladge, timberframed hawe,ance lived in by T hamas Paine, hatagraphic studia and special e
Babers) maved ta this Chuzen Anne-style building first-starey additian designed by the present awner rivate hause, briefly awned by Virginiaand Leanard ane of the alest in Sussex. Built an the remaire o amhorof'The\F/{:FMs of Man and a key influence in gunda , Hlam-4pm, plus histark
in 190%. Naw a cammunity haspital affering a wide Jakan Brewi. a lf Graund flaar apen with displars of histaric the medievalYestzate tawer First flaartemple. the A merican War af Indzpendence Talks an the in windaws amund tawn. Nearby,
range af healthcare services. Opan Sunday, 10am to 3pm raterial. Open Saturday and Sunday, 10am to 4pm buildirgF's histary each day at midday. (164 High Street) Timbered 1Bth
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max § paople sach tour Friday and Saturday, 9.30am-5
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Hugh Rae (7475 High Street) Part | 4th century, Jiren Chapel (Malling $treet) Grade | listed chapel Lewes Little Theatre (Lancaster Street) First W F Bruce (5 Narth $treet) Lewes was hame Crown Court (High Street) First designed a2 Trinity House (113 High St

S
are afthe tawn's aldzst buikdings, naw featuringa dating fam |B0S5,enla in [B27,and stillin regular  farmed in 1929 as the Lewes Players.the‘pr&ent ta several fine cﬂacl:malzrs inthe |Bth and 19th the Caunty Hall in 1 B2, with nea-classical facads in framed building with Geargian fac
textile museum. Explare its camplex histary and past use The simple interiar has galleries with carner theatre (since expanded) was camverted from a centuries. Yisit the histaric basement warkshap Partland stane and Caade-stane figures af¥Widam, rathe matical tiles. Once the tawn
uses as a haberdashers and men's autfitters, plus the staircases, plastered vault ceiling, actaganal pulpit and chapelin the late | 930s with the suppart af|ahn where specialist clack restaration and canservatian & Justice and Mercy. Panelled | 9th century caurt raame.  hame of the lacal cammanderin 4
histary af the Clathkits business in Lewes. pine bax-pews. Maynard Keynes. Display abaut its hetary in the fayer, under?aﬂan. Opan Saturday, 10am to 2.30pm Tours Saturday, 10.30amand |
Tours Friday, | lam, Ipm and 3pm, must book, Opan Friday and Saturday, tours avary half hour  plus backstage taurs. Opaen Friday and Saturday, 10am to 4pm max |5 paopla
max 8 paopla Ifam to midday, no booking nesdad Open Saturday, | lam to 4pm

Quaker Meeting House (FrirsWialk, gate Baptist Church (Eatgte Steel) An  Harveys (aff Clifie High Strest) i the abest St Thomas & Becket Church (Cifie High Lamb House (3 Chapel Hil) Grade ¥ lited. Priory School Chapel (Mau

in Styles YWay) Grade |l listed, dating fram | 764 with earlier meeting hause was replaced by the present independant brewery in Sussex and its distinctive Street) Grade I, prabably faunded as a chapel A chance ta se= the | Bth century Chinese lacquer between Priary Schaal and East ¢

later additiars. Original mam far Gruater warship Narman-style church in [843.Sunken baptetry belaw  Victarian tower & a lacal landmark. saan after the martyr's dzath in 1170. | 4th century screen rediscavered in the hawse in the 1960s and War memarial chapel (1960) by E

remains, with ather parts extendsd and refurbished the altargalleried first flaar and helical tower staircase  Tour Sunday midday, must book, max 25 peopla,  nawe amade and 15th century tawer. | 670 chack by restared by Erglish Heritage. designed Guikdfard Cathedral and

in2002-24. which spirals in twa directians. maat outsida Harvays shop in Cliffa High Streat Ditchlirg blacksmith |ames Laaler. Opan Sunday, 2pm to Spm churches. Organ music and bell ri

Opan Saturday, 10am to 4pm Opan Saturday, 10am to 3pm, rafrashmants Toursu riday ;nd Saturday, 11.30am, must book, Opan Sunday, | to Spm. Parkil
max 12 peop

Far venues where you need ta baak,scan the (JR cade abave the map,ga ta friends-of lewes arg.ukfhadl015/ ar search an the natianal Heritage Cipen Days website heritageapendaysarg.uk

A wealth of distinctive architecture, accessible in September
each year during the Heritage Open Days weekend.



A wealth of distinctive building materials
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Mathematical




Friends of Lewes
Caring for the Heritage, Environment
and Future of our town
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'Our mission is to conserve, protect and
enhance important aspects of the town: its
history, buildings and environment. Founded
in 1952, we now have over 400 members.
We arrange the Heritage Open Days, check
all local planning applications, maintain an
informative website, organise regular talks
and set strategic goals.’



Friends of Lewes Goals

To work with others to promote
To bring further benefits to the and protect the vitality of To preserve the integrity of the
town by placing increased businesses in and around our Conservation Areas in Lewes
emphasis on influencing relevant High Street and preserve and through our vigilance and close
policy makers at national, enhance the community liaison with local planning
regional and local levels. buildings within the town of authorities.
Lewes.

To protect our environment for
future generations by

. . s To increase tree canopy cover in To improve our environment,
encouraging sustainability and

Lewes, from the current 11.5% to increase biodiversity and
the minimum recommendation mitigate the risks resulting from
for urban environments of 20%. climate change.

the building of climate resilience,
whilst adapting to the
requirements of a low carbon
future.

To increase our engagement with
FoL Members and the local
community so that Fol priorities
reflect local concerns and that
members are kept informed of
Fol initiatives.

To understand and to seek
support for our local efforts, by
engaging more broadly with
other civic societies and Civic
Voice.




WHEN SKIES
WERE ALWAYS

BLUE

- .

Memories of " .

a Lewes boyhood

. W.E. Wells

Friends of Lewes have
published many books
and documents

- LEWES IN DETAIL

an artist’s view




Planning

* The Friends of Lewes Planning Committee meets
monthly to consider all planning applications in
Lewes and the immediate surrounding area.

e The Committee’s decisions are available on our
website.




We participated in
creating the Lewes
Neighbourhood
Plan




After years of
lobbying by the
Friends of Lewes,
East Sussex County
Council Highways
improved the brick
pavements in St
Andrew’s Lane.




We have
supported a
20mph speed
limit in the town
centre and
estates



Lewes Castle
Bowling Green wall.
Built by public e i ot
subscriptionto .8 EE Tt T
commemorate the = |
Silver Jubilee of b
Queen Elizabeth 11, & S

Friends of Lewes .
1977



all and gate of
outhover Grange

e wall and gate was a Friends of
Wwes project in 1993.

was made possible by the support of
glish Heritage and the Civic Trust as
ell as the County, District and Town
ouncils and the many friends of the

e John Schwerdt, architect and
Jvocate for our Civic Society.




In 2019, Friends of
Lewes managed
the restoration of
the dilapidated
Garden of Peace in
the Castle
Precincts:

seen here in 1919...




N AT I )
& TN { R
SN

i Has ;

R




LEWES HERITAGE:

GARDEN OF

www.friends-of-lewes.org.u

This area outlined in red in the
photograph, was once apartof P
the huge gardens of Castlegate
House @ which stands next

to the barbican. It was part of

the castie’s bailey or central
courtyard, bounded by the

old curtain wall, parts of

which were in place by 1100.

Itis probable that the flat area
which has been a bowling green
for over 250 years @ was once
a tilting ground, where mounted
knights refined their skills. There
are no remains of buildings in the bailey, but there may well have been living quarters at the
northern side and more functional buildings at the eastern end, where you are now standing.

The gardens were
created by Frank
Frankfort Moore
© (1855-1931)
from Northern
Ireland. Initially a
journalist, he was
also a dramatist,
biographer,
novelist and poet,
publishing more
than 25 works.

4
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In 1907 he visited

Lewes and attended a sale of furniture in
Castlegate House. He loved it so much that,
compelled by what he saw as its possibilities,
he bought it.

He had ambitious plans for the g he asmall temple in the grounds,
using various materials brought in from abroad or what you might call inventively-sourced:

recycled marble mantiepieces
and gravestones, for example.

The central area @) was planned as a
round arbour with arches on each side,
classical stone seats and a lily pond.

It was where the formal house garden
led through a gate towards the walled
vegetable garden and aiso to the steps
down to Castle Ditch Lane and on out
into the High Street.

Looking from the direction of the
house @ it is apparent just how
much stonework Moore constructed.

Looking the
other way @
the hexagonal
stones in the
foreground
were imported
from Northern
Ireland

- basalt
blocks from
the Giant's
Causeway

in County
Antrim.

In 1919 Moore wrote a book called A Garden of Peace - a Medley in

Q which ibed his of this property and grounds
and the value to him and others of a quiet reflective space. He wrote,

‘I think that if ever a mortal heard the voice of God, it would be in a
garden at the cool of the day.’

The Maltings to the north of the garden was built in the 1850s and in turn
served two Lewes breweries. Over time, with changes of ownership, the
area which had once been a garden and orchard became a public space.
In 1974 the County Record Office occupied the building and the route
across its car park was a much-used short-cut. Known to generations of
youngsters as the ‘Magic Circle’, it became neglected and the condition
of the area sadly deteriorated.

In this photo @ which
was a promotional
shot for a local pop
group in the early
1980s, it shows that
then some of the
stonework, including
a complete arch,
remained intact.

It was subsequently
demolished on
safety grounds.

By 2000, much of this
feature had been badly

by ism. Litter in a space clearly uncared for and
it was a spot passed through swiftly by most people.

Friends of Lewes, the town's Civic Society, sought permission from
Historic Engl and prop a y ion to respect
the intentions of its creator, as a Garden of Peace. Additional funding was
secured from Lewes Town Council, Lewes District Council and other

to this envi ing project. It was opened in 2019.

o~ LEWES @
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% TOWN e
COUNCIL South Downs
National Park
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...and more
appropriate
streetlights in
the Conservation
Area



In partnership with Lewes Town Council,
we place historic plaques around the town.

" (QODEON CINEMA

OPENED IN JUNE 1934. THERE WERE 518
SEATS IN THE STALLS AND 468 IN THE
CIRCLE. IT CLOSED IN OCTOBER 1971 AND
REMAINED UNUSED UNTIL 1982, WHEN IT
WAS DEMOLISHED AND SHOPS AND

rererl HOUSING WERE THEN

BUILT ON THE SITE

MILLER ’S, STANNE’SHILL, 134 HlGHS‘I'REE'I-:

SISTERS CAROLINE BYNG LUCAS (1886-1967)
AND FRANCES BYNG-STAMPER (1882-1968)
CONVERTED THIS BUILDING FROM STABLES
TO AN ARTS CENTRE AND FOUNDED
MILLER’S PRESS HERE IN 1945. THEY BEGAN
THE APPEAL TO RESTORE THE RUINS OF
LEWES PRIORY.

AN EARTY 17TH CENTURY HOUSE, THE FRONT

OF WHICH WAS REMODELLED IN 1812. EDWARD

RODIN'S SCULPTURE THE K785 TO LEWES,
CAUSING A SCANDAL.

”



In 2019 Friends of Lewes
paid for the revision of
town maps for visitors
and the District Council
produced them.




Westgate’s White Lion

Represents the former White Lion pub
and is attached to the old town wall
on Westgate Street, Lewes.

Friends of Lewes arranged for the
refurbishment of the original statue
and its relocation to the Town Hall
Corn Exchange.




Lewes Urban Arboretum
Friends of Lewes Trees Committee

\1. - Lewes Urban Arboretum

The Trees Committee and volunteers carried \or Frad Sy

. ) A senrnmary repart of the
out an i-Tree Eco survey of the tree canopy
in Lewes that informs our goal:

‘To increase tree canopy cover in Lewes, from
the current 11.5% to the minimum
recommendation for urban environments of
20%. We will do this by building on our
successful projects to date and supporting other
local groups with similar aims.’

A summary of the survey report is published on
O u r We bSite o @ Friends of Lewes — keeping our town special



Tree planting
Since 2012 the Trees Committee has planted, and looked after,
326 trees and over 2,000 hedgerow whips in the verges and open spaces of Lewes.
Visit the Friends of Lewes website to see a map showing where all the trees have
been planted.




B
L ArbNet

ACCREDITED ARBORETUM
LEVEL |

To date, the Trees Committee has planted 69 different tree species.
This achievement, along with their regular guided walks and
community events, led to a successful application to the
international ArbNet organisation for Lewes to be recognised as an
Arboretum Town - one of only two in the UK.



In a joint project with ESCC and LDC, the Trees Committee was
instrumental in proposing and part-funding disease-resistant
elms to replace the original row of seven on St Anne's Hill.

X




Wildflower Lewes

Friends of Lewes supported
Wildflower Lewes

through purchasing and
installing three custom-made
planters full of native
wildflowers as part of the ngh
Street Pollinator Corridor
project. They are situated
outside School Hill Surgery.




Lewes is a swift-friendly town

Friends of Lewes were early supporters of the
swift-friendly town initiative and gave grant-
funding to Lewes Swift Supporters (LSS) so that
they could purchase and install an additional
ten swift nest boxes in De Montfort Road. This
extended an existing colony of swifts nesting
there regularly and, in 2025, three of these
nest boxes were visited by swifts. After a
Friends of Lewes talk by Paul Stevens,
Hirundine Champion for Sussex

Ornithological Society, they also donated two
artificial house martin nest cups to LSS.




Lewes Climate Hub

Friends of Lewes was one of the earliest partner groups of Lewes
Climate Hub and sponsors their monthly newsletter.

it gy

The Trees Committee has hosted several events and talks at the Hub.



Lewes Floods

Lewes has a long
history of flooding,
with major floods in
2000, 1960, 1935,
1911, 1909, 1878.

Friends of Lewes
collaborates with
relevant agencies to
mitigate the risks
from future floods.
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October 2000 Flood

HARVENS
MILLENNIUM
WHARE
BREWERY YARD
ENTENSION




Floods Exhibition 2025

To mark the 25th

anniversary of the B8 Lewes Floois
2000 floods we held £= Exhibition

Photos, films, poems, memories
from 2000 floods and more

an exhibition of - EEEls
photos, memories,
paintings and films.
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Flood exhibition feedback

The majority of responders wanted:




Surface water flooding

Friends of Lewes campaigns to
get blocked drains cleared and
resolve ineffective sewer
utilisation. This is a big but
avoidable problem in Lewes.

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
The ‘Storing the Storm’ project is run
by the Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust, with
support from Friends of Lewes, and
funded by Lewes District Council. It
aims to slow the flow of water
entering the surface drains by
capturing and storing rainfall.




Wallands Primary School Rainscape (SuDS)

Objectives

e Showcase SuDS in order to promote
greater take-up

e Promote sustainable water
management to protect the Brighton
chalk block aquifer

¢ Reduce flood risk

e Create a high quality and beautiful
outdoor space in the school

e Involve pupils in designing and
implementing changes within their
school

* Increase opportunities for cross-
curricular outdoor education and

outdoor play Concept (credit Robert Bray Associates)
* Increase biodiversity

e Educate pupils and the wider
community about water issues
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. LOCAL INITATIVES
The Aquifer Partnership (TAP)

WaIIands Primary School Ramscape, Lewes
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We hope you’ve enjoyed our presentation |
and that you now have a better insight into | LEWES '~'
our activities and goals

" FRIENDS OF

You will receive regular planning
reports and quarterly newsletters.
We organise talks both in person

and via Zoom. Our website is a
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